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OUli BILL OF 1UGHTS 
Today our country faces danger so great that the question of whether a man is 
a Democrat or a Hepublican is swallowed up by the greater question of whether or not 
he is an American. In the face of the world threat to our lives and our liberties, 
we are all "members one of another. 11 We face a long and terrible struggle in which 
each and every American will have to stand by each and every other JUnerican. 
The most significant fact in connection with this anniversary is that after 
.l5Gyears, notwithstanding expansion of territory, enormous increase in population 
and profound economic changes, despite direct attack and subversive influences, there 
is every indication that the vastly preponderant sentiment of the American people 
is that our form of government shall be preserved. 
It is time for the renewal of faith, faith in the doctrine of human liberty, 
faith in the principles by which we govern and are governed. It is a time, too, 
for remembering--for remembering that in other parts of the world these privileges 
and these protections are denied, and for remembering that where they are denied, 
neither human liberty nor human decency and self-respect survive their loss. It 
is a time finally for pride--pride in our citizenship in a free nation, conceived 
in freedom and by freedom's strength brought to the foremost greatness of the earth. 
Things of the spirit never die. They flame anew each time they are under fire . 
They are fiaming high at this moment. 
Bombs may blow the body to bits but they bind the soul together. The Bill of 
!lights--our guarantee of hwnan freedom--will forever make of us one people uncon-
quered, unshaken, and unafraid. 
What is the Bill of Rights? It is the first ten amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States. 1~hat does it grant us? It grants us freedom of thought, 
word, and action. Specifically, what is incorporated in the Bill of Hights? 
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To answer that question I should like to quote the first ten amendments in full: 
Amendment I 
Personal Freedom 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances , 
Amendment II 
Hight to Bear Arms 
A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed, 
Amendment III 
Quartering Soldiers 
No soldier shall in time of peace be quartered in any house without the consent of 
the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 
Amendment IV 
Protection Against Seizure and Search 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants 
shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and parti-
cularly describing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized, 
Amendment V 
Protection for Persons and Private Property 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless 
on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in t~ne of war or public 
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in 
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t jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 
Amendment VI 
Rights of Accused Persons 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 
trial by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the wit-
nesses against hun; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 
and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 
Amendment VII 
Trial by Jury 
In suits at common law, mere the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, 
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be 
otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules 
of the common law. 
Amendment VIII 
Protection Against Excessive Punishments 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted. 
Amendment IX 
lii.ghts 1letained by the People 
The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained by the people. 
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Amendment :f 
Powers Heserved to the States 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people . 
These written constitutional guarantees have provided a check on occasional 
attemps at official tyranny; but that is not the key to their survival. The fact 
is that our heritage of individual liberty has survived because we as a people have 
cherished and generally practiced it in our daily lives, and because we as a nation 
have defended it by arms against every external foe. 
From earliest days , our population has been made up of immigrants and sons of 
irrwJigrants, of a multitude of racial, religious and cultural backgrounds, all fleeing 
some form of oppression, all joined in a love of freedom. Under the protecting shield 
of individual liberty, each strain of our varied population has contributed its fUll 
share toward the common goal of national greatness. As the machine age opened up 
new problems and new tyrannies , we have broadened the responsibilities of govern-
ment in the economic sphere, so that farmer and factory workers might be truly 
free• With every passing year, new blows for the rights of the underprivileged have 
been struck by Congress, the Courts, and an intelligent and alert public opinion. 
The crisis of our times has given new urgency to our efforts in meeting and over-
coming long suffered injustices and perfecting our democratic heritage. 
The American Constitution was the offspring of 2000 years of struggle for human 
liberty. It was and is the last word in political architecture of its class and 
the first great manifestation of American political genius . 
The partisans of monarchical systems may still boast , if they will, of the 
efficiency and stability of hereditary kings and nobilities. Under the American 
system the best title to nobility is achievement and the only road to precedence is 
ability ... 
Mike Mansfield Papers, Series 21, Box 51, Folder 42, Mansfield Library, University of Montana
-5-
At this time, when the liberty of mankind is trampled upon by many dictators, 
and when free governments are destroyed by brutal aggressors, the runerican people may 
well renew their gratitude and thanks to the Almighty for preserving this free 
country., 
Thanks to divine Providence.and their own valor, the people won their liberty, 
and up to this hour they have retained mastery over their own government , as well as 
maintaining their independence against all foreign assault . 
No American looking out upon the world today, can fail to be shocked and grieved 
by the sufferings of peoples who have lost their liberty. In some cases th~ had 
very little liberty to lose. In other cases they were not vigilant in preserving 
their liberty. In still other instances brave, vigilant and honorable nations have 
been destroyed by stronger neighbors. 
Current events reinforce the lesson of history by showing how difficult it is 
for mankind to gain and hold liberty., The Americans of 15D years ago thanked Almighty 
God for affording them an opportunity "peacably to establish a constitution of 
government for their safety and happiness. " He of today have 150 stronger reasons 
for eratitude to the Almighty, for we enjoy tested and tried security and liberty. 
American liberty is no experiment . It is our sacred inheritance. hhat was son by 
our fathers we must--and we will--hold. Upon each generation falls the duty of 
safeguarding our liberty., The generations before us have done their duty., We must 
do ours if we and our children are to remain free . 
The Bill of Hights expresses a concept the triumph of which we never dare take 
for granted . It was inaugurated in blood and from time to time it has been validated 
in blood. Sometimes the sacrifice falls on the individual, a martyr to sternly 
held conviction. Sometimes it falls on a nation, as on ~ nation now whose people 
have pledged themselves to fight on the ocean, in the air, and on the land rather 
than submit to a force motivated by treachery and concealed in deceit. 





In the warfare now being waged between our country and Japan there can be no 
compromise. We .fight for the ideals of free men and v.omen, the right to live, the right 
to liberty., ~e Americans know that the price of freedom is still eternal vigilance. 
~le also know that without liberty-without a Bill of Rights-life is not worth the 
trouble. 1ie Americans love life, c¢d we will see to is that it is not lived on our 
knees but on our feet. 
Perhaps it took the vicious attacks of the Nazill upon the rights of the indivi-
dual to bring to us a realization of the meaning of our liberties. We had taken 
too much for granted; given as little thought to the freedom which we enjoy as to the 
air which we breathe. 
Now that freedom is threatened it is time for each one of us to rally to its 
defense; to guard the inalienable rights of every human being to freedom of worship, 
of speech, of the press, of assembly, and of petition. 
We know that democracy has not run its race; for our system has built here the 
world's highest standards of life, While the nations controlled by dictatorship sink 
deeper into starvation and despair~ 'le know, above all, that the Bill of Jlights, 
springs from the humanity and religious heritage of all civilized men while the 
things which we are utterly opposed to and will crush are reversions to the pagan 
and barbaric. 
On this fateful anniversary a£ t 1 Bi 1J f 'V g' ' i, let us therefore proclaim that 
::&t- ~ ~ ..<Ai t>'WV ~~A 
ours is the glory and the future, Willi Qsci' a hol:p, ow S Wfll be G:i:& !ba • 
(rid. fiA} tlud:-~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
~. ~ .MI ~ (M;L~ Juv.uu~ ~ ~~ . 
11/d ~ ~ ~ .w,1i ~ ;c h£0 ~ ~ tk. 
~ ~ vWU ~~OvA/ !i.tLt 1 ~;rc; Jd ~ 
~rF ~1-/ah 
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